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left great estates, most of wliicli we have seen melt away.
And with this overset of wealth and pomp, that came on
men in the decline of their parts and age, they, who were
now growing into old age, became lazy and negligent in
all the true concerns of the Church : They left preaching
and writing to others, while they gave themselves up to
ease and sloth. In all which sad representation some few
exceptions are to be made ; but so few, that, if a new set
of men had not appeared of another stamp, the Church
10 had quite lost her esteem over the Nation,

These were generally of Cambridge, formed under some
divines, the chief of whom were Drs. Whitcbcot, Cudwortb,
Wilkins, More, and Wortbington.    Wbitcbcot was a man
of a rare temper, very mild and obliging.   He had great
credit with some that had been eminent in the late
times ;   but made all the use he could of it to protect
good men of all persuasions.   He was much for liberty of
conscience :  And being disgusted with the dry systema-
tical way of those times, he studied to raise those who
20 conversed with him to a nobler set of thoughts, and to
consider religion as a seed of a deiform nature, (to use
one of his own phrases.)   In order to this, he set young
students  much  on   reading  the   ancient   Philosophers,
chiefly Plato, Tully, and Plotin, and on considering the
Christian religion as a doctrine sent from God, both to
elevate and sweeten humane nature, in which he was a
great example,, as well as a wise and kind instructer.
Cudwortb carried this on with a great strength of genius,
and a vast compass of learning.   He was a man of great
30 conduct and prudence :   Upon which his enemies did